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....selfies - a search 
for approval....?

I wrote a short refrain for my brother’s hymn, which has blessed me so 
much. Other verses can be found in . I am posting them, modified here 
slightly, and adding verses written since then.  But the reason for the title is that I 
am connecting my sentiment about lack of “self esteem” with “selfies” that are 
posted particularly on facebook. 

I am not sure, but do they represent a longing for human approval? 
security? love? and the feeling of worth? It came to mind from one of the verses 
below  “reflect, not self, but You in a verse I wrote to add to my brother Tom’s 
hymn.  His verses (for the original hymn) are in brown, my verses are in black. I 
have been greatly blessed by his music and inspiration. 
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Oh the word has gone out
The invitation sent
Come to the banquet of life
You’re a guest of the King
Your place is prepared
Planned since time began

“Rejoice with me, rejoice with me
Enter God’s presence with song
For we are clothed in God’s 
righteousness
A gift of the Son”

When you enter the hall
Leave your rags at the door
your sin and coveralls
Take your garment of light
Brilliant and bright
Raiment of the Lord

“Rejoice with me, rejoice with me
Enter God’s presence with song
For we are clothed in God’s 
righteousness
A gift of the Son”

Lift up your voices and sing  

Robes of forgiveness to don

The breadth of God’s love
reigns from above
On all who will believe
God’s mercy and grace
Are ours to embrace
For all who will receive
“Refrain”
Pardoned from every wrong

As I wander away
Lord bid me stay
Underneath your wing
Show me the way
To search and to pray
Teach my heart to sing
“Refrain”
My worship and praises will ring

Oh when doubt fills my heart
And fear grips my soul
I can come to You
For a wondrous fresh start
A spirit made whole
You make all things new
“Refrain”
My strength and my hope you renew
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When I’m empty within
My faith grown thin
Lead me by thy streams
Release me from sin
To focus on Him
You rebuild my dreams
“Refrain”
He is the one who redeems

When my life is so fraught
So stressed and o’er wrought
My body becomes weak
It’s His promises I test
And in them find rest
He feeds me as I seek
“Refrain”
Sup with the weary and meek

Let the spirit refine
My heart and my mind
Nourished by the Word
Be renewed and refreshed
Be cleansed and be blessed
Filled for all of time
“Refrain”
Enter His presence divine

Let God’s purpose unfold
As my life will hold
Full measure of His love
Surrender my will
Be obedient until
My troubled seas are still
“Refrain”
Blessed by his mercies untold

variation (When I’m empty within
And my faith grows thin
Lead me by your streams
Released from my sin
Pardoned by Him
You renew my dreams
“Refrain”
Restored as the new day begins)
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When doubt fills my heart
And fear grips my soul
I can come to You
For an unblemished new start
A spirit made whole
You make all things new
“Refrain” 
My hopes and my dreams you 
renew

When the world sends me pain
That same sad refrain
I hold my head in grief
But you shield me from rain
Till strength I regain
You heal my unbelief
“Refrain”
My soul will feel its relief

You said if I’d seek
With my heart and my mind
Your presence I would find
It’s when I am weak
That I hear you speak
With voice both soft and kind
“Refrain”
Your wisdom with comfort you bind

In a state of unrest
Worried and obsessed
Christ can be my guide
From bondage released 
To awesome new peace
In omniscience I will hide
“Refrain”
In graciousness I will abide

When my plans go awry
And I question why
“Be still” is your reply
The truth I will know
Your word tells me so
Revealed as time goes by
“Refrain”
In your wisdom I’m able to grow
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I will strive for my best
As I run the race
You ordained for me
The finish embrace
With the rest take my place
To proclaim your victory
“Refrain”
Forever and eternally

When I question your place
In time and in space
And ask You for a sign
You say “look to your brother,
your neighbor, your mother,
For in their face is mine”
“Refrain”
In Christ we all receive grace

If with fear and with dread
I face what’s ahead
I’ll fall on bended knee
And receive your sweet rest
As I face the test
Open my eyes – I’ll see
“Refrain”
Omnipotence strengthens me

The rules that you give
By which I would live
Christ modeled into two
Be receptive to EL
Love OTHERS as well
To reflect, not self, but You
“Refrain”
In power and peace I can dwell

When it was cloudy and grey
Cold winds blew my way
But light over darkness won
I know love holds at bay
The evil of each day
The brightness is Your Son
“Refrain”
With Your Light Your will be done

When my hope waxes cold
My body grows old
I’ll rest upon Your love
For the truths I was told
Refined as pure gold
And surround me like a dove
“Refrain”
Held safely within Your fold

As tears fill my eyes
You will appraise
me of what I cannot control
I’ll ask for your peace
from stress you’ll release
Me, my strength in Your power lies
“Refrain”
Your omnipotence makes me whole

You are faithful and true
And will help me get through
Whatever life may bring
I commit to your plan
Though I don’t understand
Yet Your praises I will sing
“Refrain”
I’ll be guided by your loving hand

When I’m weary and worn
My thoughts are forlorn
I’ll find my way to thee
You mend what is torn
In grace I'm reborn
A new day I can see
“Refrain”
I’ll be what You want me to be

When I’m feeling alone
To sadness am prone
To others I’ll give what I need
I’ll be satisfied indeed
With returns from that seed
Your grace and glory shown
“Refrain”
Seeds for Your Kingdom sown
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Dail-e-bread July
 
       

dail- -breade
"Man shall not live by bread alone
but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God”

This month’s blurb 
continues a trek 
through the torah
trying to learn new 
words in Hebrew

new custom stained 
glass patterns
posted june 2015

crown of thorns
flower 
Euphorbia milii

sorry there are not more
new patterns this
month :(
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